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Our first month together has been filled with excitement and learning.  Although construction continues to 

be underway at the school, Charles Howitt classrooms are once again humming with the buzz of industrious 

students, and our playground continues to be filled with healthy activities and the laughter of friendships!  As 

a staff, we look forward to meeting and greeting the parents of our students at our annual Meet the Staff 

BBQ, which takes place on October 5th, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.  We look forward to both establishing and con-

tinuing the positive rapport and partnerships with the families in our school community. 

  

One of our primary foci in September was on establishing a safe and respectful learning environment for our 

students. At our Caring and Safe Schools assembly we reviewed the School Code of Behaviour, Dress Code, 

Safety Procedures, and school routines. In October we will continue to focus on having students come to 

school prepared for learning. Students are expected to arrive on time each day with their agenda, their lunch, 

their completed homework and the materials needed for class. We understand how busy families are with 

activities and evening commitments, so it is important to help children develop a schedule that allows them to 

honour their responsibilities, including homework. We want to reinforce the importance of punctuality and 

regular attendance. It is vital that students develop good habits in this area.  

   

To support students in maintaining healthy eating choices while at school, our School Council is once again 

supporting weekly pizza lunches and sub lunches (notices have already been distributed to families), and Kids 

Kitchen is also available again this year to families wishing to use their service.   Furthermore, our Student 

Nutrition Program has started once again, providing student a variety of healthy snacks (free of charge) to 
keep your child fueled for learning over the course of the day! 

 

The 2016-2017 EQAO results for our school have been released to the public and have been posted on our 

website.  Please see the snapshot, below, that shares our student achievement for Grades 3 and 6 in the cur-

riculum areas of Reading, Writing and Mathematics: 

School Email: 

charles.howitt.ps@yrdsb.ca 

 

School Web Site: 

www.charleshowitt.ps. 

yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

 

School Telephone #: 

905-889-2522 

Tim Gervais  

Principal   

At Charles Howitt P.S., we continue to strive to ensure that your child(ren) receives an education 

that is suited to his or her strengths and needs.  Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher, or 

the Principal, at anytime to discuss the instructional programming for your child.  Strong partnerships 

among the student(s), parents and staff are essential to continued well-being and student achieve-

ment. 
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Fall Food Drive 

Secondary Schools—Grade 8 Information Sessions 

Alexander Mackenzie HS   November 9 2017  7:00 p.m. 

Arts Alexander Mackenzie@  October 25,  2017  7:00 p.m. 

Richmond Hill Centre Performing Arts 

Alexander Mackenzie-IB Program  October 17, 2017  7:00 p.m. 

Bayview Secondary School   January 23, 2018   7:00 p.m. 

Bayview S.S. IB Program   October 27, 2017  7:00 p.m. 

Langstaff Secondary School  November 16, 2017  6.30 p.m. 

Richmond Hill High School  January 11. 2018   6.30 p.m. 

Thornhill Secondary School  November 2, 2017  6.30 p.m. 

Westmount C.I.    November 2, 2017  7:00 p.m. 

Arts Westmount@ City 

Playhouse Theatre   October 19, 2017  7:00 p.m. 

Important Bus Transportation Message 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

Re: Student Bussing Eligibility  

Did you know that students’ bussing eligibility changes throughout 

their school career? Your son/daughter’s eligibility to ride the 

school bus may change according to their grade and distance from 

home to school. Below are the provisions for eligibility identified in 

the Board’s Transportation Policy #680:  

• All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their 

school are not eligible for transportation  

All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their 

school are not eligible for transportation  

  All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a tran-

sit served area are not eligible for transportation.  

 

To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit 

www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For more information about bus transporta-

tion and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit 

www.schoolbuscity.com.  

Kids helping Kids, with the assistance of CHPS staff, are organizing a Fall Food 

Drive to help children and families who are less fortunate in our community.   

The drive will run from Wednesday,  October 4 - Wednesday, October 11, 

2017.    

 

Donations of non perishable food items and canned food items would be most 

welcome.  A box will be placed in each classroom and students are asked to  

place their donations into the boxes.  

All donations will be taken to the Rich-

mond Hill Food Bank . 

 

Thank you for sharing and thinking of 

others during this time of thanks and 

celebration! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Book Fair is coming to 

Charles Howitt P.S.  It will take 

place from November 20 at 12 

noon to November 24, 2017. 

 
Stay tuned for 

more details. 

Don’t forget to pack spoons and forks 

As a Eco School, we try to minimize the daily garbage 

in the school.  Please include a reusable fork and 

spoon in your children’s lunches.  While the office 

has on hand a minimal supply of plastic spoons for 

emergency situations, we can no longer provide cut-

lery to students on a regular basis.   

Thank you for your assistance. 

 



also wish to contact the   

Canadian MedicAlert® 

Foundation.  MedicAlert® is 

Canada’s largest member-

based, charity organization 

dedicated to providing     

services that protect and save 

lives.   

 

To learn more about MedicA-

lert®, visit www.medicalert.ca 

or call 1(800) 668-1507. 
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Anaphylactic Reactions 

child to carry their 

EpiPen®you must ar-

range a meeting with Mr. 

Gervais to discuss this 

situation.  Otherwise, it is 

our expectation that all   

students with anaphylactic 

allergies will carry their 

EpiPen® with them at all 

times. 

 

In addition, parents of      

students with anaphylaxis may 

The Anaphylactic Reactions 

Policy is in a renewal process.  

This can be accessed on the 

Board’s internet site at 

www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca.      

Select “Board of Trustees” 

and then “Policies and Proce-

dures”. 

  

Please note, if you are a 

parent of a child with an 

anaphylactic allergy and 

you do not wish your 

 

 

 

 

Picture Day is on  
Tuesday, October 

10, 2017 

 

Walking Wednesdays 

A great way to get outside and get some fresh air is to 

walk to school!  Together, the School Council and the Posi-
tive Climates for Learning Committee (PC4L) at Charles 

Howitt P.S. would like to encourage all of our students to 
walk to school on Wednesdays - "Walking Wednesdays!" 

Not only is walking to school good for your health, but it 
also helps to reduce harmful emissions to our atmosphere 

made by vehicles. Further,       
encouraging children to walk to 

school will help in reducing traffic 
congestion at the start and end of 

the school day. Let's get active 
and help keep our Earth clean! 

Walk to school EVERY  
Wednesday! 

Student Medications 

Any student who requires medication during school hours 

is required to have a York Region District School Board 

Medication Form completed and signed by his or her par-

ent/guardian.  It is especially important that parents 

communicate a life-threatening allergy to the 

school as soon as they are aware of it.  Please notify 

the principal and your child’s teacher so that we take the 

steps to ensure a plan is in place, and inform staff of the 

established protocol. 

All medication must be stored in the office (with the excep-

tion of emergency items such as additional EpiPens®), and 

must be in their own container with medical labels/

prescription information attached. 

Forms are available from the office.   If your child does 

need to come to the office for medication please reinforce 

this responsibility with them and help them to understand 

their role and responsibilities in this process.   

Kid’s Kitchen is Back 

With the start of school upon us, we’re here to remind you that 

we are here to help!    Focus your time and energy on your child(ren) 

and take a breather yourself.  Let us handle the lunches and serve your 

child a hot meal at school. 

 

It’s easy.  All you have to do is login at www.kidskitchen.ca and place your 

lunch orders and we’ll take care of the rest.   

 

Kid’s Kitchen will be offering Hot 

Lunches at Charles Howitt P.S. 

every Monday, Wednesday, and 

Friday, 

 

Attention Parents: 

 

Thanksgiving Day 

October 9, 2017 

Schools are closed 

 
Friday, October 20, 2017  

a PA Day. 

There is no school 

for students 

on this day 

 

http://www.medicalert.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/
http://www.kidskitchen.ca/
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Message from our Trustee 

As we begin the 2017-2018 school year, I want to take 

this opportunity to welcome all of our new and returning 

students and families. This is an exciting time of year and I 

hope you are starting this new school year as trustees are 

- with optimism and a commitment to working together 

to continue advancing student achievement and well-

being. 

  
An important part of that commitment is working to-

gether with staff members, families and communities to 

ensure our schools provide an environment that is safe, 

welcoming and inclusive. This takes on increasing impor-

tance given recent local and global events. We take pride 

in the diversity of our communities and will continue 

striving to uphold the values of equity and inclusivity in 

our system. 

  
Trustees have had a busy summer, welcoming our new 

Human Rights Commissioner and beginning the process 

for selecting a new Director of Education as we continue 

to move forward implementing the Minister’s Direc-

tions.   

  

An important part of the director selection process 

includes collecting input from students, staff, families 

and community members - input that will be used to 

shape the job description, interview questions and 

more. I encourage everyone to share their thoughts 

through the survey available in September. We will 

continue to keep you updated as this work pro-

gresses. 

  
Our schools are stronger when we work in collabo-

ration with families and communities. Partnerships 

with parents and families are essential to achieving 

the goals we have for our students, and I hope that 

you will find opportunities to get engaged with the 

school and your child’s learning this year.   

  
I wish you all the best for the       

upcoming school year. 

  

Sincerely, 
Carol Chan 

YRDSB Trustee 

 

Self Identification of students with First Nation, Métis and Inuit Ancestry 

PROMOTING SUCCESS FOR STUDENTS OF FIRST 

NATION, MÉTIS AND INUIT ANCESTRY 

 

The York Region District School Board provides an op-

portunity for students with First Nation, Métis and Inuit 

ancestry to self-identify. The process is voluntary and the 

information gathered will be kept confidential. 

The self-identification process is the first step in provid-

ing: 

Culturally specific learning opportunities or activities;  

 Additional support for academic achievement and 

well-being, including designated support staff; 

 Communication between schools, First Nation, 

Métis and Inuit Education staff, Aboriginal students 

and their families; 

 Connections to post-secondary institutions, com-

munity groups, service providers and other part-

ners; 

 More learning opportunities for all members of the 

school community to develop a greater un-

derstanding of Aboriginal perspectives, cul-

tures and histories.  

 

New students can self-identify when they register 

with the Board.  Current students can complete an 

Aboriginal Self-Identification Form which can be 

obtained from their school.   

 

For further information, please see the In-

formation for Parents and Students with 

First Nation, Métis and Inuit Ancestry bro-

chure available from the school or speak 

with the school principal.  

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-appoints-Human-Rights-Commissioner.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-appoints-Human-Rights-Commissioner.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Ministers-Directions-to-the-YRDSB.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Ministers-Directions-to-the-YRDSB.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx
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Our World Vision Sponsored Child 

We have received an updated picture of Christian 

Guzman Vasquez.  As a school we support him 

through sales from our school store and fundraising 

throughout the school year.  Christian is eight years 

old and is in grade 3.   

 

Safety at Drop Off and Pick Up 

The Parking Lot and Bus Loop 

As you are all aware, the streets and parking lots around 

our school are a very busy place during pick up and drop 

off times.  That being said, we must ask that       

parents utilize street parking for pick up and drop 

off of students at the beginning and the end of the 

day.  The school parking lots have limited spaces which 

need to be reserved for school personnel.  As well, many 

students travel through this area and the volume of traffic 

in these areas create a hazard for them.  Please also be 

respectful of our neighbours and refrain from parking in 

or    blocking their driveways.   

 

Thank you for your   

support in this matter. 

Mini-Skool  

Mini-Skool ‘A Child’s Place’ 

 
Welcome to Mini-Skool ‘A Child’s Place’.  We are happy to announce that we are offering an Early Years 

drop in program once a week at our main location.  This program runs every Wednesday morning from   

10:15-11:15. The children will enjoy a variety of activities such as story time, arts & crafts, sensory activities, 

fine motor and gross motor activities.  We are a licensed not for profit childcare centre that caters to       

children 3 months to 12 years of age. We offer care at our main location located at 54 Avenue Road in         

Richmond Hill. We also offer a Before and After school program located at Charles Howitt Public School.  At 

Mini Skool we promote a happy, healthy, nurturing and stimulating environment for children of all ages.  Our 

curriculum is designed to encourage your child to learn from their environment and explore the Four Founda-

tions of “How Does Learning Happen”. We are extremely proud to have unique programs for our Infants, 

Toddlers, Threes and our Junior/Senior Kindergarten children.  We have remarkable educational programs 

where we incorporate components of the Jolly Phonics and Math Works to teach the children in a fun and 

interactive way.  The Junior/Senior kindergarten children are also introduced to our French program. We also 

offer a Nursery school program for children 2.6 to 5years of age commencing from 9:00am to 11:30 or 

1:00pm to 3:30pm.   Please give us a call at 905-881-0710 and we will be happy to set up a tour for you to see 

our centre and answer any questions that you may have.  

We look forward to seeing you, 

 

Christine Halliday  

Centre Director 
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Important Information for Gr. 8 students and parents 
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Bill Crothers Information Evening 

Bill Crothers Secondary School (BCSS) is a system-wide school with a focus on healthy active living and 

sport. The school is open for Grade 9 to 12 students. Students and parents from across the region are in-

vited to attend an information evening.  Information will be shared regarding the vision, mission, schedule, 

programs, the transfer policy, and application process. 

 
Due to building capacity regulations, we request that only students and parents interested in attending BCSS 

for the school year 2018 – 2019  attend one of these evening. Parking is limited so we ask that parents car-

pool or park at the GO Station. Markham By-law officers regularly enforce the parking regulations on school 

property, so please abide by the posted parking regulations. 
 

 

Information Nights at:  Bill Crothers Secondary School, 44 Main Street, Unionville, Ontario.  

 

Tuesday October 3rd, 2017 – Students in the East and North area of York Region 

 

Thursday October 12th, 2017 – Students in the West and Central area of Region 

 

 Information sessions will be from 7:00 – 8:30 pm in the school cafeteria and/or Gym A 

                                                                                                                                        

Applications will be available from the Bill Crothers school website:  Friday, October 13th, 2017 

Applications are due:  Friday, November 3rd, 2017 
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30 Pearson Avenue, Richmond Hill, L4C 6T7 

Email Address:  Charles.howitt.ps@yrdsb.ca 

Telephone:  905-889-2522  Fax:  905-889-9694 

Website:  www.charleshowitt.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

York Region District School Board October 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2       Day 4 3           Day 5 4     Day 1   
Cross Country 

Area Meet 

 

Bus Evacuation 

Safety   

5           Day 2 

 
Meet the Staff 

BBQ -- 5.30 

p.m.—7:00 p.m. 

6       Day 3  

 
Gr. 7’s 

Hep B and HPV 

vaccinations 

7 

8 9 
Thanksgiving 

Day 

          

10      Day 4 

Picture Day 

 

 

 

Pizza Lunch 

 

11      Day 5  12     Day 1  13     Day 2   14 

15 16      Day 3 17 Day 2 
 

 

 Pizza Lunch 

18      Day 5  19      Day 1 

 
 

Sub Lunch 

 

 

20  

 

PA Day 
No school for 

students     

21 

22 23      Day 2   24      Day 3  

 

 
 Pizza Lunch 

25      Day 4   26      Day 5 

 
Sub Lunch 

 

 

27      Day 1    28 

29 30      Day 2 31      Day 3 

Halloween 

Dance 

 

   
Pizza Lunch 

1        Day 4   2        Day 5 

 

 
Sub Lunch 

 

 

3        Day 1   4 
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30 Pearson Avenue, Richmond Hill, L4C 6T7 

Email Address:  Charles.howitt.ps@yrdsb.ca 

Telephone:  905-889-2522  Fax:  905-889-9694 

Website:  www.charleshowitt.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

York Region District School Board 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1        Day 4 2        Day 

5 

 
Sub Lunch 

3        Day 

1 
4 

5 6        Day 2   7        Day 3  

 
Pizza Lunch 

 

 

8        Day 4 9 Day 5  
Photo Retake 

Day 

 

 
Sub Lunch 

10      Day 1  11 
Remembrance 

Day 

 

12 13       Day 

2 
14       Day 

3 

 
Pizza Lunch 

15      Day 4  16      Day 5  

 

 
  Sub Lunch 

17      Day 1  18 

19 20      Day 2 21 Day 3 
 

 

 

Pizza Lunch 

22       Day 

4 
23     Day 5  

 

   
Sub Lunch 

24        
 

 

PA Day 

 
No school for 

students 

25 

26 27      Day 1 28         Day 2 

 
Pizza Lunch 

29      Day 3  30      Day 4 

 

 
 Sub Lunch 

1        Day 

5 
2 

November 2017 

Book Fair at Charles Howitt 


